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with their army, the Turks desired to discover if the
British Empire would stand its ground and, if necessary,
fight. On the morning of the 23rd of September they
sent 1,100 cavalry across the neutral frontier.
The British scouts could see away in the distance the
dust of columns of infantry marching. Chanak was
covered by good trenches and barbed wire, except for
a gap on one flank. It was held by three thousand well-
equipped infantry with artillery. A handful of cavalry
and mounted infantry acted as feelers. There were
aeroplanes in good numbers able to maintain complete
air superiority. Behind in the Dardanelles lay a great
armada of cruisers and destroyers, led by four huge
battleships. Conscious of its strength, this fleet was
eager to fight. \
It was a crucial moment. The stakes were large.
To allow the Turks to cross over was to bring war into
the Balkans. It was placing a lighted faggot among
barrels of gunpowder. Bolshevik Russia might invade
Bessarabia. The quarrel of Italy and Servia in Albania
might come to a head. Every country was sore and at
loggerheads with its neighbours. There were a thou-
sand complications and a thousand people who strove
for war. There was imminent danger that the flame
might spread across Europe and light another great war
of destruction. On the other hand, to forbid the Turks
to cross might bring the British Empire into direct hostile
conflict with the Turks, and produce a similar result.
Despite all the folly of his previous policies, in a
great decision that marked him as a great man, Mr,
Lloyd George decided to hold back the Turks even at